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AppApplications Needed for Fall:l ications Needed for Fall:  
GrowinG InteGrowinG Interrnship Program 2023nship Program 2023 
Growing Beginning Farmers & Ranchers in Wyoming

The GrowinG Internship Program is extending our internship season. We are excited to o!er the potential for Fall 2023 internships. 
Internships are funded through a USDA Beginning Farmers and Ranchers grant, o!ering education and practical experience to quali"ed 
applicants. “GrowinG strives to provide hands-on internships at working farms and ranches to beginning 
farmers and ranchers, in cooperation with state producer organizations and educational institutions,” 
explained Kendra Fauce#, Program Coordinator.

Our team is looking to connect selected hosts and interns for ten-weeks between September 1st 
and the end of December. The speci"c dates will be set by host/intern availability and the GrowinG 
coordinator. Interested interns and site hosts are encouraged to apply as soon as possible. 

The program provides $5,000 stipends for a 10-week work 
experience. Eligible applicants are 18 years or older who identify as 
ready to begin farming or who have been involved in managing their 
own farm or ranch enterprise for fewer than 10 years.

Interns

Selected interns will assist a Wyoming ranch/farm with daily 
activities, while learning from the owner/manager and others. Interns 
also take part in at least one agricultural educational event, such as 
a UW Extension meeting, during their internship.

“Short work summaries submi#ed weekly help the intern re$ect 
on day-to-day work and educational experiences throughout the 
internship,” noted Ben Rashford one of the  project co-directors. (See 
at GrowinG-WY.org/post/Intern_Tales)

Hosts

Selected hosts agree to provide room and board for the internship experience. Hosts work with the 
intern to provide safe and  educational learning experiences, keeping in mind their learning objectives 

when possible. “We encourage interns and potential hosts to apply now” said John Hewle# project co-director. “A state commi#ee will 
help select candidates and match interns with host 
sites, beginning in mid-August.” 

Applications

Online application forms for Fall 2023 internships 
are available at  GrowinG-WY.org. The site o!ers 
background information on the overall project, as 
well as links to collections of helpful resources and 
materials for beginning farmers and ranchers.

For more information, contact the 
GrowinG Internship Program at 
information@GrowinG-WY.org or 
GrowinG-WY.org.

production year for comparison and enter the coverage percentages 

in the desired intervals (50 percent May-Jun; 50 percent Jul-Aug).

Clicking the Calculate bu!on at the bo!om of the table generates 

the estimated overall coverage, premium costs and estimated 

indemnities based on the production year selected. The ability 

to compare coverages and potential indemnities can be useful to 

examine what indemnity payments would have been in past drought 

years, as well as evaluate how helpful RI-PRF insurance might be in 

ge!ing through those years.

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS
There are several important factors to consider when analyzing 

potential RI-PRF coverage. First, remember that the rainfall received 

on a speci"c site may not be indicative of the "nal rainfall index 

calculated; it is possible to receive an indemnity with rainfall 

or vice versa. Second, coverage must be purchased for periods 

where rainfall is most critical to forage production by selecting the 

appropriate index intervals. Third, total RI-PRF coverage results 

from a combination of the levels selected for maximum coverage, 

productivity level and insured acres. The level of coverage provided 

should be balanced against the value you estimate the harvested 

forage is worth.

When evaluating coverage, it is also important to remember that 

the goal is not to maximize potential indemnities. We frequently see 

producers fall into this trap. RI-PRF is insurance, not a guaranteed 

payout. Instead, the goal should be to purchase coverage that will 

provide some level of guaranteed revenue if drought conditions occur.

Finally, reduced premium rates are available to individuals 

who qualify as beginning or veteran farmers and ranchers. More 

information and details, including a premium cost estimator, are 

available at rma.usda.gov.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Pasture, Rangeland, Forage - Rainfall Index insurance (RI-PRF) is the most 
subscribed federal crop insurance available in Wyoming. Covering forage losses due 
to drought, it can be an important part of managing risk on a farm or ranch. For more 
information on RI-PRF coverage, visit a local crop insurance agent or rma.usda.gov. 
Further risk management resources related to drought and other topics can be found 
at RightRisk.org

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
• RI-PRF sign-up for 2023 coverage 

deadline is December 1.
• Planting deadline for fall-planted 

crops is approaching (check with 
a crop insurance agent for exact 
dates in your area).

James Sedman is a consultant to the Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics in the University of Wyoming 
College of Agriculture, Life Sciences and Natural Resources, and John Hewle! is a farm and ranch management 
specialist in the department. Hewle! may be reached at (307) 766-2166 or hewle!@uwyo.edu.

The Protection Table displays coverage, premium and possible 
indemnities for the example situation.

The Historical Index can be used to research precipitation trends.

Kendra Faucett is the GrowinG Internship Coordinator in the Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, University of Wyoming College of 
Agriculture, Life Sciences and Natural Resources. Faucett may be reached at (307) 766-3799 or kfaucet2@uwyo.edu. Ben Rashford is Department 
Head and Associate Professor in the department. Rashford may be reached at (307) 766-2386 or brashfor@uwyo.edu. John Hewlett is a farm and 
ranch management specialist in the department. Hewlett may be reached at (307) 766-2166 or hewlett@uwyo.
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“I’d like to call myself a well-rounded 
person who’s seen a little bit of 

everything, but working sheep is  
a new frontier for me.” 

2023 Summer Intern

“This week has been the start of 
learning how to tan a hide ... we went 
through a stack of hides and I chose a 
black and tan, an Icelandic ewe from 
the herd.”     2023 Summer Intern

“We rotate both 

groups every three 

days or more to keep 

our pastures healthy 

and regenerative. We 

have to keep a pretty 

detailed account of 

our pasture rotations 

by entering  the  

rotations into  

an excel sheet” 

2023 Summer Intern




